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From a collection of 'ansnymous stories published In
1932 by tne Army Alr Forces, TAC ATTACK presents:

Leseons
7hat Live

No, 18301 17
Courtesy of Lt Col H. M. Butler, 4600 ABWYSE

ONE TOO MANY GREEN LIGHTS

I've now flown more than a, thpusand hours and | can
honestly say | have never had what could rightly be called
8 narrow escape from a fatal accident — in the air. But |
surely heard the flapping of angels’ wings once whilg | was
on the ground,

An account of this accident may help some of our new
young piots to avoid making the mistake which almost
spefled curtains for me,

This Incldent happenad vhile | was still a student and
we were participating in night flying at Stockton Field,
California, 1 was standing beside an airplane, ong of a long
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ine of ships parked with theit wings parallel to the
hvay. An;‘)ther student was sitting in the plane ant we
were 1alking of this and that while awaiting cur wrns.

AN of a sudden | heard the rosf of an engine at full
throttle and looked up to see an aplame not fifty teet
away and toming at us like @ meteor. | dived for the
ground and flattened out, but my classmate in the plane
was powerless to do anythihg but duck his hwead and
wriggle down as Tar 83 he coull in the cockpit.

The oncoming ship zoomed dver dur hexds so Sloge
that it tore off the radio mast of the plane beside Whidh |
hed been standing and badly damaged its own right
aileron on the propeller of the parked ship.

Afterwards, we found out exactlty what had happened,

Just as the student was getting ready (o go, 2 big whirl
of dust in the 1akeoff ares obscured the runway ashesd of
him and he became confused a5 10 just exactly in which
direction he was 10 take off. He knew, however, thal a
green light was a1 the end of the runway. A cursory look
@nd he took off — straight for us. He had mistaken the
green munning light of our parked plane for the runway
beacon. It was just cne of those miracles that he missed
killing himself and the two of 'us by the proverhial
whisker.

All of which goes to prove the axiom drilled into all
pilots by their instructors — it's a whole lot easier 10 stay
!Lut of trouble than it is to get out. T
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Extracted from an article by tfie AOPA Alr Satety Foundation — § T

"How to Avold a Midalr Colli il

It has been estimatefl that 80 percent of our tots
information intake is fhrouoh the eyes. \n the air
depend on our eyes tg provide most of the basic ingls
necessary  for perforfiing a flight — atthude, 3
direction, and proxiffity to things (like the §round}, fand
opposing alr traffi that may constitute 4 dangg of
in-flight collision, Ag air traffic density and airdraft cjbsing
speeds increase, tife problem of in-flight colikion fgrows
proportionately, nd so does the importante bf the
“aycball systern/' A basic understanding of \thfe éves’
limltations in ftarget detection is probably \fie bast
insurance a pifot can have against running intd ancther
airplane and sgloiling his whole day. :
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"iliqht withou spotting any hazardpus traffic, may grow

{INVULNRRABLE.

, since the statistics form some definite
It may \be surprising to some, for
; egrly all colfisions occur in
ia VFR weather. Not so surprising, the
jles of an airfield, or other

and forget to scak NO PILOT IS

CAUSES O MIDAIRS

What -usas In-flight collision? Undoubtedly,
* fic and higher closing §peeds represent
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